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Lesson: 1 Young Daniel Learned To Pray

Memory Verse:  Psalms 55:17 Evening, and morning and at noon will I pray: and he shall hear my voice. 
Use photos: evening, morning & noon; picture of child praying, Jesus

Focus:  God hears our prayers

Bible Class Craft
Let the children put together a Daniel In The Lion’s Den Craft (Oriental Trading has fun crafts for kids)

Preparation:  musical instruments, flashlights with no batteries inside, heart tin with picture of Jesus inside.  (Using 5, 1 inch squares with words opposite love written on each one. Ex. RUDE, BRAG, SELFISH, ANGRY, ENVY, lightly glue stick them on Jesus so you can’t see Him.  Then put the heart tin cover in place so you can’t see inside. 

Songs: 

1) Praise Him (with children’s instruments)
Praise Him praise Him, praise Him in the morning, praise Him in the noontime, praise Him, praise Him, praise Him when the sun goes down.
Love Him, love Him, love Him in the morning, love Him in the noontime, love Him, love Him, love Him when the son goes down.

2) If You’re Happy and You Know It (with motions)
· If you’re happy and you know, it say amen!  AMEN!
(Repeat) If you’re happy and you know it, then your face will surely show it, if you’re happy and you know it say amen, AMEN!

· If you’re happy and you know it clap your hands (clap hands), (repeat).  If you’re happy and you know it, clap your hands, (clap, clap).  If you’re happy and you know it, then your face will surely show it.  If you’re happy and you know it clap your hand, (clap, clap)
· Stomp your feet
· Raise your hands
· Rub your nose
· Rub your friend’s nose
· Pull your ear



3) Hear God’s Word and Pray Every Day (push chair back & stand up)

Hear God’s Word (cup hands behind ears, as if listening) and pray (position hand as if praying) every day, pray every day, pray every day.
Hear God’s Word and pray every day, and you’ll grow, grow, grow (sit up very straight)
And you’ll grow, grow, grow. (begin to stand up), and you’ll grow, grow, grow. (stand up on tippy toes)
Hear God’s Word and pray everyday and you’ll grow, grow grow!
BUT……
Don’t hear God’s Word, (Cover ears), don’t pray every day (shake hands) don’t pray every day, don’t pray every day.  Don’t hear God’s Word don’t pray every day and you’ll (begin to lower yourself) shrink, shrink, shrink.  And you’ll shrink, shrink, shrink. (continue getting lower and lower)  And you’ll shrink, shrink, shrink.  Don’t hear God’s Word, don’t pray every day and you’ll shrink, shrink shrink. (go as low as you can)

Say:  But what do we do?  We hear God’s Word!!
Sing first verse again:  “Hear God’s Word and pray every day…

Story of Daniel
Ask the children how old they are.  Let them tell you.
As a young boy, Daniel learned to pray.  
1. He saw his Dad & Mom pray.  
2. He even listened to stories they told about how God answered their prayers. 

Daniel, at an early age, decided he would pray at least 3 times a day and even more!
· He wanted God to hear and answer his prayers too!

Daniel lived in the country called Judah. 
Show picture of Josiah.
  
Josiah was king at 8 years old!!  
· Even as a young boy, God used him to make a nation great again!! 
When he learned God’s rules, he obeyed God!
· The first rule was:  God said, Thou shalt love the Lord your God with all your heart. 
So King Josiah tore down all the idols & things that the people had their heart set on and the things they loved more than God. 
· King Josiah said, only God deserves our praise & worship!!
· King Josiah was a good example for Daniel to follow. 




Object Lesson / Songs
Hand out small flashlights to each child. 
 
3) This Little Light of Mine
Start singing: This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine.  (Waving your flashlight in a circle. Then stop and remind them to turn their flash lights on.  But no flashlights work because there are no batteries inside.)  Look inside yours and say, well no wonder they don’t work there are no batteries inside.  

Go on to another song:  Bring out the heart tin with the picture of Jesus inside. 

4) Behold, behold, I stand at the door and knock, knock, knock.  
Allow the children to knock on the heart as usual, each one getting a turn, then the last one taking off the cover.  Instead of seeing Jesus, He is covered by the small papers you prepared earlier.  
Teacher looks at papers and comments on how Jesus is all covered up!  Pull each paper off one at a time, after asking the children what each one means.  Let them tell you.  
Ex. What does it mean to be “rude”.  After they tell you, explain that when we are rude, we hide Jesus.  Our friends can’t see Jesus in us.  Then go to the next paper, etc.

After Jesus is uncovered, sing the song again!! 

Give each child batteries to put into their flashlight.  And say, I’m going to let Jesus’ light shine through me!! 

When we pray, we are simply talking to God, our heavenly Father.  
· Just as you have your daddy who loves you very much, you also have a daddy in heaven who loves you even more!!  
· God, your heavenly Father loves to hear what you have to say.  He is always cares about you! 

In the night, as you sleep, His angels to watch over you & protect you.  
· In the morning, Jesus loves to hear you say, “Good morning, Jesus, I love you!”
· Jesus loves to have breakfast with you.  
· He loves to go to school with you and help you during the day. 

The Bible tells us He will never leave us!  So you can always know that you are never alone! 
Have the children say: “I am never alone!  God is with me!”

Object Lesson Idea:  Illustrate understanding how to pray using a sandwich.

You will need:   
2 pieces of bread, peanut butter and jelly or jam. (be aware of peanut allergies)

Show one slice of bread:
1. When we pray or talk to God we begin with being thankful.  We thank God for our mommy and daddy, our food, our nice home, our car we get to ride in.  What else?  Let the children respond.  

Thanksgiving and Praise
God likes us to come to Him with thanks.  Remember the good things God has done for us.  Remember that He is our Father and we are His children.  Thank Him for being such a good Father.  Thank Him that He always keeps His promises.  Thank Him that He is always with us, listening to our prayer and ready to answer us. 

Show peanut butter and jam:
2. Then we ask for the things we want.

The Bible says, “Ask and it shall be given to you” 
Then ask Him what you want.  He is a big God and can do all that you ask.  God is a good God and loves to give good things to His children.  Ask BIG!  Nothing is too hard for Him!!

Show another slice of bread:	
3. Then we end our prayer thanking God for our good sandwich!  

Thanksgiving and Praise
Then thank Him for the answer!  God always keeps His promises.  When we ask for the things God wants for us, the Bible says He hears us when we pray.  If He hears us then we have the things we desire.  We then thank Him for giving us what we desire.  

Then serve the peanut butter sandwich as a snack for the children.

Continue the story -   
All the people in the country of Judah were happy because they loved God, were praying and worshiping God and God gave them rain for their gardens to grow and all went well for them. 
But one day, King Josiah died.  The next 2 kings that reigned after Josiah were evil.  They didn’t pray to God and led the people away from obeying God. 

Then one day, a mighty army (show soldiers) marched into the country where Daniel and his friends lived.  The soldiers took them away to a country called Babylon who didn’t know God, and they had to make many changes. 
 
Help the children pronounce Babylon (Bab-i-lon)

1) They had to get used to living in a country much different from Judah.
2) They had to get used to eating food that didn’t taste like their mom’s home cooked meals.  
3) They had to get used to working around strangers who didn’t believe in their God. 
4) They had to follow new rules and learn new things. 

But there was one thing Daniel would not change!  
He would not give up his prayer time with God.  

We must learn to be bold like Daniel!   Never stop praying!  Never give up!  God is always with us. God hears when you pray, and He will help you even when you get into trouble!! 

End the class time with this song:

5)  God Is So Good (Simple sign language.  (Find on You Tube)
God is so good, God is so good, God is so good, He’s so good to you. 
God hears our prayer, God hears our prayer, God hears our prayer, He’s so good to you. 
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