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June Curriculum
David the Shepherd Boy
Launch Nursery 0 – 4-year-olds

Memory Verse:  “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want” Psalm 23:1
Focus:  God knows your name 2) God protects you
Lesson # 1 You Are in Training
Declaration:  I will not be afraid, for God is with me! 

Felt Background:
Felt board background is green grass and water.  Place a picture of Jesus standing in the green grass facing several sheep of all sizes.  
Jesus said, I am the Good Shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His own life for the sheep. 

Spelling Activity: 
Give each child a small blank erase board, a dry erase marker and a small eraser.   The teacher also has a larger dry erase board.  Erase board can be substituted with chalk board and chalk or paper and crayons. 
Teach them to spell S-H-E-P-H-E-R-D by showing them how to write one letter at a time.

David was a young boy who was given the duty of being a SHEPHERD over his father’s sheep.
So every day David led them to green pastures and streams of quiet water.  David also cared for the sheep, in fact, he knew each one by name! 
  
Using a cardboard square with green indoor/outdoor carpet stapled onto it (a green pasture) begin handing a sheep to each child, telling them it’s name, so they can put it onto the green pasture.   Put them all out except for one.

When all the sheep are in the pasture, let the children count them.  Explain that a good shepherd always knew the names of his sheep and how many he had! 
After they have counted them, ask them if they are sure!  Because there should be one more!  
Then direct their attention to the felt board, where you have placed the picture of a sheep in the sticky bush.  Show David leaving the others and going out to find the lost sheep.  

Activity:  Before class, hide a little stuffed lamb somewhere in the room. 
Tell the children, one of the sheep is lost.  We’ve got to go find it!  Let everyone leave the teaching table and look for the sheep.  When it is found, everyone rejoices together:  The lost sheep has been found!!  Make a BIG deal out of it!

When everyone gets back to the table, bring out the plastic toy lamb you held back and let a child put him on the pasture.  

When the sheep were lying down to sleep, David would take his harp and practice playing and sing songs that God taught him.  While the sheep were feeding on green grass, David would often practice using his sling so he could defend the sheep against wild animals.

Then one day, the unthinkable happened!  A hungry lion came and grabbed a lamb out of the flock.  The sheep were frightened and ran to David.  David then ran to the lion, struck him, and rescued the little lamb out of his mouth.  
But that wasn’t the end, he turned on David, but David wasn’t caught off guard.  He grabbed him by his beard and killed him.  And again, a Bully Bear came roaring to scare the sheep and scatter them.  But David ran to the Bully Bear and killed him.  

Activity:
Give each child a sling shot.  They can be easily made with leather strings and a leather pouch.  Teach them to wrap the strings around 2 fingers, then swing it around their head and hit the plastic lion so it falls over.  Do the same for the bear.  Cheer when they have killed and lion and the bear!! 

Instead of running away from the hungry lion and the bully bear, David ran to them.  David was very brave, he was not afraid.  
David needed to learn that lesson because one day soon, he would face a huge bully giant named Goliath and he had to be ready.  He had to know that God would fight his battles for him.  

Truths We Learned Today:
1). Did you know that David learned how to be brave by remembering that Jesus loves him and is aways with him.  David sang praise & worship songs to God.  David prayed and talked to God all day long.  David loved God with all his heart.  

2). Did you know that you also have enemies that come around to steal your joy, kill the truth of God’s Word & destroy your peace.  They are like the “lying” lion and the and the “bully” bear that roars to scare you and bring fear.  But God has given us a weapon which is the Word of God!! Our tongue is the weapon we use to speak God’s Word.  “God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, of love and of a sound mind.”  

Activity:
Set up building block houses.  Write out the name of a child’s enemy (one for each house) on cardstock paper.  Lay one enemy on each house for them to knock down.  
Example:  selfishness, sickness, anger, disobedience, stealing
Using blue painter’s tape, lay a boundary line that the child must stay behind.  Let them throw a small ball to knock down the house.
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