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Lesson: 2 God Heard Daniel When He Got into Trouble!!

Memory Verse:  Psalms 55:17 Evening, and morning and at noon will I pray: and he shall hear my voice. 

 (Review Lesson 1)
The great thing is, Daniel didn’t need a phone to talk to God.  Because God hears every word we speak!!

Sometimes we pray to thank God for all He has done for us.  
Sometimes we pray when we are afraid.  
Sometimes we pray when we are in trouble.  God always hears our prayers and helps us!!

Ask the children
Have you ever gotten in trouble because you didn’t OBEY your mom or dad?  We must always try to do the things our parents ask us to do!  

But what happens when we are punished for something we didn’t do?  Or what happens when we are treated unfairly?

Let’s learn about a young man named Daniel who got in trouble, not for something he did wrong, but for something he did right!

One day Daniel needed God to help him because he found himself in a den of lions!!!

So what happened that Daniel would get thrown into a lion’s den?

Well, the king who really loved Daniel had some evil men who worked for him.  They were jealous of Daniel.  They wanted his position and his favor with the king.  So these evil men got together thought up a plan to trick the king. 
 
So they wrote up a law and presented it to the king.  NO MAN CAN PRAY TO ANYONE OTHER THAN THE KING FOR 30 DAYS!  IF THEY GET CAUGHT, THEY WILL BE THROWN INTO THE LION’S DEN! 

Well, the king didn’t know the evil intent behind the law and he signed it!!  
Daniel saw him sign the law too!
Do you think he was afraid?  NO! NO! double NO! In fact, he knew it was time to go to God in prayer!  Only God could help him!!

So the evil men followed Daniel to his home and saw him open his window to pray just like he always did!  They caught him praying to God! 

So they went to the king and told on Daniel!!  This made the king very sad because the king loved Daniel.  
The law could not be changed, so Daniel had to be thrown into the lion’s den!!!
(Show den of lions with all the lions.)
 
It didn’t seem fair 
Do things happen to us that seem unfair?  Yes

The king who signed the law, didn’t know that the men in his court were evil and that they were out to destroy Daniel. 

We can be tempted to cry & complain. 

Did Daniel complain to God?  “God, why didn’t you stop them from putting me in the lion’s den?  
No, Daniel knew the way to pray to God is not through complaining, but rather through believing.  

He believed that God still loved him, and that God was with him and could save him, even in the lion’s den. 
 
We can give God thanks even when things seem unfair.  When we are tempted to think unkind thoughts against others, or complain, God is still with us and sees everything we are going through.  

We believe that God will work things out for our good because we love Him.  
Romans 8:28 “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God…

That night, while Daniel was in the den of lions, God sent an angel (Put angel on flannel board) to shut the mouths of the lions, so Daniel would not be hurt.

Make a big sweeping motion with your arms and lock your hands together.  God shut and locked the lion’s mouths.  God gave them lock jaw for a night!!

So, all that night, instead of being afraid of the lions, Daniel put his trust in God.  He knew that God loved him.  God’s perfect love casts out all fear!!

So while he thought about how much God loves him, he spent the night in perfect peace, visiting with the angel and watching him shut the mouths of all the lions!  It turned out to be a night he would never forget!!

Make sure the children know:

1. They can talk to God all day long! God is always listening.
· God loves to hear us praise and thank Him for His love for us.

2. Even when things seem unfair, don’t be tempted to complain or think bad thoughts toward someone.
· God will help when we get in trouble when we pray!

So when morning came, the king, who was Daniel’s friend couldn’t wait to run to the lion’s den to see if Daniel’s God kept him safe from being eaten by the hungry lions.  

When he came to the den, he shouted out, “ Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God whom you serve continually, been able to keep you safe from being eaten alive by the hungry lions?  

Daniel yelled back, O king, live forever!  My God sent His angel and shut the mouths of the lions, so that they have not hurt me, because I was found innocent before Him, and, O king, I have done no wrong before you.  

The king was so happy!! He said, take Daniel up out of the den!!  There was no teeth bites on Daniel because he believed in his God. 

Then the king commanded all the men who accused Daniel to be thrown into the lion’s den.  So all the lions had a big breakfast that morning!  

Then the king made another decree that in every area of his kingdom everyone must fear before the God of Daniel.  He is the living God and steadfast forever, His kingdom is the one which shall not be destroyed.  He rescues and delivers and works signs and wonders in heaven and earth, Who has delivered Daniel from the lion’s den. 
And Daniel prospered in the king’s court. 

Did you know that God is the one who punishes the wrong doers.  If we will trust in the Lord, He will take care of us and will punish the evil doers.  

Because Daniel believed in his God, the king sent out a decree that everyone must fear Daniel’s God.  So God proved Himself to be God in a huge kingdom who didn’t know God.

Make sure the children learn:

1)  Daniel still had to spend the night in the lion’s den even though he prayed.  
· But he was saved from being devoured by the hungry lions! 
· No teeth marks were found on Daniel.  

2) Daniel did not let fear stop him.  
· When Daniel found out what would happen when he prayed, he could have been afraid and quit praying to God.

3) Bad things do happen to good people
But, God promises to help us when trouble comes. 

Bible says, Even when bad things happen to the good and godly ones, the Lord will save them and not let them be defeated by what they face.  God will be your bodyguard to protect you when trouble is near.  Psalm 34:19 TPT


Can you guess how old Daniel was when he was thrown in the lion’s den?
Answer:  80
4) Even at 80 God, used Daniel to show his glory to a nation.  

4) When you learn to pray when you are young, you will establish good habits.  Your good habits will help you overcome even the big trials you face in life.  

5) When you establish a connection with God at a young age, you will glorify God even when you are old.  
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